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Answer any three questions.
All the questions carry equal marks.

1.Write notes on the historical and topographical importance of any Two of the following:

(a) Buddhist Pillar Inscription of the Time of the Sungas

(b) Shinkot Steatite Casket Inscription of the Time of Menander
(¢) Nalanda Inscription of Vipulasrimitra.

(d) Mainamati Copper Plate’
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Identify the following inscription and transcribe it into Aokan Brahmi. Translate it into
either English or Hindi_and discuss the importance of the jtalicized words. Also point out
the  historical and topographical importance of this inscription in the history of Indian
Buddhism.

piyadasi 1aja magadhe sanghan abhivadetinan aha apabadhatan ca
phasuvihalatan ca (}) vidite ve bhante hama budhasi dhanmasi
sanghasi ti galave ca pasade ca (|) e keci bhante bhagavata budhena
bhasite save se subhasite v (|) e cu kho bhante hamiyaye diseya
hevan sadhanme cilathitike hosati ti alahami hakan tan vatave imani
bhaite dharimapaliyayani (|) vinayasamukase (|) aliyavasapi(])
anagatabhayani(|) munigathi(|) moneya site(|) upatisapasine
() e ca laghulovdde musavadarn adhigicya bhagavaid budhena



bhasite (| ) etani bhante dhanmapalidyani icham (]) kinti(]) bahuke
bhikhupaye ca bhikhuniye ca abhikhinan suneyu ca upadhalayeyu
ca (]) hevanmeva upasaka ca upasika ca (|) eteni bhante iman
likhapayami abhipetan me janantiti (|)
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3. Identify the following inscription and transcribe it into ASokan Brahmi. Translate it into
English. What is the historical and topographical importance of this inscription in the
history of Buddhism in Myanmar?

Ye dhammi hetupabhava tesam hetu tathdgato aha tesah nirodho evam vadi
mahasamano ti || cattaro iddhipada cattaro sammappadhana cattaro satipatthana
caltari ariyasaccani catuvesirajjani pan vani pafikkhini cha asaddharanani satta
bhojjhanga ariyo atthangiko maggo nava lokuttara dhamma dasa balani cuddasa
Buddha yoni atthirasa buddhadhammani | |
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4, ldentify the following inscription and transcribe it EITHER into Roman OR Devanagari
script. Translate it into English. What is its historical importance? -
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5. Identify the following inscription and transcribe it into Asokan Brahmi. Translate it eifher
into Enelish or Hindi. Also discuss the historical and topographical importance of this
inscription with special reference to the role played by it in the identification of the spot
of birth of Gautama Buddha.

sukiti-bhatinan sa-bhaginikanan sa-puta-dalanan |
iyan salila-nidhane budhasa bhagavate sakiyanan ||
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