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All questions carry equal marks, 15 marks each.

Attempt any five questions.
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1. Critically examine the various theories that have been
propounded to explain the dramatic rise in India’s GDP

in 1980s and beyond.
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2. Examine if the secular upward trend in Growth is
associated with upward trend in savings and
investment ? What in your opinion may be the reasons
behind growth performance across Indian states being
uniform before 1980s and diverging after 1980s ?
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3. Critically Demographic factors have reappeared in the
economic development debate with the emergence of
the concept of the “demographic dividend”. Explain
in the context of India’s population growth explosion ?
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4. Discuss a few health indicators for India ? Can you
infer from these indicators about the progress that
India has made in the past several decades ?
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5.

Why do you observe a rise in rural unemployment in
India between 1999 and 2005 ? Why do you think there
is a growing concern on the “official estimates” of
poverty released by the planning commission in India ?
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Explain Indian Development Experience with
reference to China and India’s comparative performance
in terms of their idiosyncratic paths to high growth ?
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The official poverty estimates have been severely
criticized on various counts ? List some of the
criticisms ? What suggéstions have been put forward
by the “expert group” to arrive at both state and all
India level new estimates of poverty ? Do you think
that apart from “wages” there other factors at play in

determining the levels of unemployment ?
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10.
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Differentiate between longer and shorter term

developments in understanding global food crisis ?
What lessons can be drawn for India from the 2008

world food crisis ?
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Examine the domestic and external factors behind the
observed deceleration of the Indian economy. Explain
the two types of policy failures that contributed and
magnified the negative impact of global downturn.
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The nature of economic growth and who benefits from
it remains a core development issue ? Discuss in the

light of public distribution system in India.
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