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Shaman’s heaﬁ seemed to be bursting; her breétb held, she wept silently. Everyone was asleep,
but she couldn’t close her eyes. After a long timel the tears stopped, but her sobbing continued.
- Soon she felt she coﬁl-dn’t remain in b.e'd any longer and she got up and came out in the
' courtyard: It -was winter, but she didn’t feel the cold at all. In the centre of the courtyard
the neem tree stood like a giant with outspread wings. For a few minutes she leaned against

its trunk, mbbing her palms over the rough surface. Then, her mind blank, she went and sat
- ‘down on the chicken coop; here she was attacked again by tears and, sobbing heavily, she
wept for hours. Except for the clucking sound made by the hens, all was silent around her.
-Suddenly a cat jumped off the wall. the chickens in the cocp ﬂapp_cd their wir_1g§ and clucked -
apprehenswely, and she ran towards the veranda. Just then her eyes fell on the vegetable beds

' plantcd with coriander and spinach. In the dark the seedlings looked like “horls of tangled

black yam. Ban Apa’s vegetable beds!
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‘Bpt .man i_s not made for defeat,” he said, ‘A m.an can be destroyed but not defeated.” |
am sorry that I Killed the fish though, he thought. Now the bad time is coming and I do not
even have the harpoon. The dentuso is cruel and able and strong and intelligent. But I was

more intelligent than he was. Perhaps not, he thdughl. Perhaps 1 was only better armed.
‘Don’t thinlg, old man;’ he said aloud. ‘Sail on this course and take it when it comes.’

. But 1 must think, he lhougﬁt. Because it is all 1 have left. That and baseball. I wonder how

the great DiMaggio would have liked the way I hit him in the brain ? It was no great thing,

_he thought. Any man could do'it. But do ;/ou think my hands were as great a handicap as

the bone spurs ? I cannot know. I never had anything wrong with my heel except the time

the 'sting ray stung it when I stepped on him when swimming and r;araly'séd the lower leg

and made the unbearable pain.
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Document, Incharge, Accumulate. Advance. Subdivisional Officer, Returns, .Audil,
~ Day Book, Indian Penal Code, Absurd, Cold Hearted, Criminal Procedure Code,

Maturity, Clearing, General Manager.
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This forty year old, study, dark-comp.lexioned rustic young man took no special interest in

.

anything except his cart and his bullocks His elder brother. a man with a wife and chrldrcn
lived in the famlly, home and dld the farming. Heeraman respected his sister-in- law even more
than his brother and he feared her t00. He too had married—when he was a boy. But before
his bridé: was old enough to move to his home, she had died. Heeraman could no longer

remember what his she look like. A second marriage.

There were many reasons for not remarrying. His sister-in-law insisted that the only marriage -
she would arrange for Heeraman would be with a young virgin. By that was meant a six or
seven years old girl. No parem though would give his daughter to a once married, middle

aged man, unless it was a case of dire necessity. His 51ster—m-1aw had taken a firm stand.
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