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NoOTE:— Answers may be written either in English or in Hindi; but the same medium should be
used throughout the paper.
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Answer any four questions. All questions carry equal marks.
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1. In what ways have recent approaches to the study of early medieval Indian history
challenged the hypothesis of Indian feudalism?
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2. Critically assess the diverse ways in which historians characterize the Chola State.
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3. Would you agree with the view that the Ghaznavid invasions were a clésh between

an aggressive and dynamic Islamic civilization on the one hand and a passive and
decadent Hindu civilization on the other?
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4. How did processes of agricultural expansion lead to proliferation of castes and rise
of untouchability during the early medieval period?
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5. Discuss the varied approaches to the study of urban processes in the Indian
subcontinent during the early medieval period.
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6. Discuss the salient characteristics of the Tamil bhakti movement during the early
medieval period. Would you agree with the view that it represented the voice of the
suppressed groups?
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7. Discuss the chief characteristics of thé Nagar and Dravida style of architecture
during the early medieval period.
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8. Write short notes on any two of the following:
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a. Al- Beruni’s Kitab al —Hind

b. Merchant guilds of south India
¢. Tantric traditions

d. Ismaili Dawah
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