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2. All questions are compulsory.

3. All questions carry equal marks.

4. Answers may be written in Hindi or English but the same medium should be
followed throughout the paper.
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1. Comment on the analogy drawn between the state and the individual.
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How does Plato demonstrate that the just man is happier than the unjust man ?
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2. How does the scheme for early education laid down in the Republic contribute

to the formation of the character of the guardians ?
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What is the significance of the studies necessary for would-be philosophers before
they can grasp Forms ?
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3. Discuss the founding principles used in the construction of the ideal state.
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Justice is described as minding one’s own business. What does this imply for the
political organization of the city ?
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4. Examine Plato’s justification for the abolition of the family for the guardians.
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What does Plato mean by an ideal ruler ? Why must be the ideal ruler be a
philosopher for Plato ? Give reasons.
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5. Discuss the main features of Plato’s ideal state. Comment on the feasibility of his

proposal.
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Compare the analogy of the line with the allegory of the cave in the context of
Plato’s theory of knowledge.
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