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Studies on the discrimination towards girls

in India have clearly shown that this higher

ratio of deaths can be px’incipafly.attl'ib-
uted to the continuing discrimination to-
wards girls in healthcare, food and nutri-
tion and emotjonal support. Several stud-
ies have established that most families ig-
nore early signs of illness in girls and take
them for treatment when the situation be-
comes critical. By then, it is often too late.
Thus, while in the wealthier districts and

amongst the better off sex-selection has -

contributed to the steep decline in the child
sex ratio, the continuing belief in treating
boys better than girls has been responsible
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for the higher mortality rate amongst girl

children everywhere. Another study by tlie
United Nations Department of Economic
and Social Affairs of 150 countries over
40 years shows that only in India and China

is the female child mortality (1-5 years)

higher than male in the last decade.
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Mass media always perform two universal
tasks. The relatively easy first task is fo
cater to the needs of audience. The com-
paratively difficult second task is to create
and cater to the audience needs. Indian
media are obsessed with the first task.
- Their dominant characteristic and flavor is
entertainment. The find of entertainment
provided by them is vacuous and empty,
‘not rich and productive. Even serious in-
formation is entertainment-packaged which
can be compared with the basic advertis-
ing strategy. Considerable time, energy and
money are invested to make ever decreas-

P.T.0.



(4) 1578

ing serious content light on heart and easy
on eyes. In the face of 24X7 media as-
sault, parents and téachers h.a've adopted
the easy way of dealing with chi ldren which
is'to leave children to the care of the me-
dia. Thus, parents and teachers have abdi-
cated their responsibility towards the yQung
generation. If media understand this then
they will begin to know the opportunities
théy have to use their power for the good
of our society and future.
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