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‘Maruthanayagam alias Yusuf Khan was born circa 1725 in the village of Panaiyur, in

Rammnad ‘country’ in a Hindu farming family of the Pillai Vellalacaste. Being too restless

* in his youth, he left his native village, and converted to Islam. To make a living, he

served as a domestic hand at the residence of the French Governor Monsr Jacques
Law in Pondicherry. It was here he befriended another French, Marchand (a subordinate

of Jacques Law), who later became captain of the French force under Yusuf Khan in
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Madurai. Whether Yusuf Khan was dismi.ssed from ﬁﬁsjob or left on his own is uqclcar
now. He left Pondicherry, for Tahjore -and joined- the Tanjorean afmy as a,sep;)y (foot
soldier). Around this time, an English Captain némed Brunton educated Yusuf Khan, making

'him a learned man well-versed in several languages. -
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