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Vijaya Ranga Chokkanatha died in 1731, and was succeeded by hié ;widow Meenakshi:
who acléd as Quéen-Regenf on behc;ilf of a young bO);’ Sh.e had adopted as the heir |
of her dead husbanq. She had only ruled a year or two when an insurrection was raised
against her by Vangaru Tirumala, the father of her adopted son, who prgtgende;i to have
claims of i1is own to the throne of -Madurai. At thisjunctﬁre representatives of the Mughals
appeared on the scene and took an important part in the st;uggle. Since 1693, Madurai
nominally had been the feudatory of the emperor of Delhi, and_sincg 1698 the Camnatic

region north of the Coleroon (Kdllidam) river had been under direct Muslim rule. The _

local representative of the Mughal was the Nawab of Arcot, Dost Ali Khan and an

P.T.0.



(4) 4282
intermediate authority was held by the Nizam of Hyderabad, who was in theory both

a subordinate of the émperor, and the superior of the Nawab. How regularly the kings

<

of Tanjoi’e and Madura paid their tribute is not cleaf, but in 1734 about the time, in
fact, that Meenakshi and Vangaru Tirumala were fighting for the crown an expedilion.
was sent by the then Nawab of Arcot to exact tribute and su.bmission from the kingdoms
of the south. The leaders_‘ of this expedition were the Nawab Dost Ali Khaﬁ’s son., Sa.fd'ar

Ali Kha_n, and his nephew and confidential adviser, the well-known Chanda Sahib.
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