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Sataka is a poetic work consisting of about 108 individual verses in the form of a
monologue but usually with a uniform address with or without epithets that determine the
metre and the form of the work. Though the form existed in Sanskrit since earlier times,
Telugu poets cherished it well and seemed to have owned the genre with distinction. This
gave an opportunity to them to express in the atmosphere of a story poem called Katha
Kavya and fill the work with a multitude of unforgettable, autobiographic anecdotes. it is a
genre that still continues to enjoy a state of preeminence and the favour of modern poets.
Many renowned Satakas are devotional in nature but subjects such as Sringara, Niti and
comic relief are not uncommon.

To a mature poet, Sataka accords the freedom from the confines of established
literary traditions in form and content. The freedom afforded by these works enabled poets

to critique political hierarchy and flout literary conventions.
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