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Velayudhan Chempakaraman Thampi was born in the village of Kalkulam to Sri 
Kunjumayitti Pillai and his wife Valliyamma Pillai Thankachi on the 6th of May 1765, at 
Thalakulam Valiyaveedu, near the town of Nagercoil (around 16 km from Nagercoil) in 
present day Indian state of Tamil Nadu which then comprised a southern district of the 
Travancore country. He came from a family that had been honoured with the high title of 

\ Chempakaraman for their services to the state by Maharajah Marthanda Varma. Velayudhan 
Thampi, better known as Velu Thampi, was appointed a Kariakkar or Tahsildar at 
Mavelikkara during the initial years of the reign of Maharajah Bala Rama Varma. 
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