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Mahabalipuram has some Mahabharata scenes sculpted on stones during Pallava rule.
These sculptures are called by the names of the Mahabharata characters. In a recent study
by Sa. Baluswamy on the Mahabalipuram -sculptures the researcher has identified the
overwhelming influence of Mahabharata in the execution of the famous Arjunan
sculpture panel. The scenes which portray the penance of Arjunan and Bhageeratha and
their backdrops are exact replica of Mahabharata description. The presence of Gandharva,
Apsaras, Kinanaras, Kimburudas, Siddhas, Saranas, Rishis, Kirathas all resemble the
narration in the epic. The scenes of Bhadrikasrama and the four tusked elephant and its

flock are exactly as they are described in the epic. Further the scene of the hypocritical cat
is also from Mahabharata.
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