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There are several differing opinions about the origin of the Round script. T.A. Gopinatha
Rao considers that the Round script developed from the Brahmi script. The script he refers to
as Brahmi is the Tamil script found in the caves of Tamil Nadu, Hari Prasad Sastri believes
that Round script may have come from the *Karosthi’ script. Dr. Burnal considers that Round
script may have developed from Phenitian script and it is different from the Brahmi script of
Asoka. Even before the spread of Sanskrit in Tarnil Nadu, Round script was in use in Tamil
Nadu. Therefore, Burnal observes that, the view that it developed from Brahmi cannot be
accepted. After the script of “Tamili’, no other scripts have been found so far. Hence, there
is insufficient evidence to indicate that Round script separated and developed from the
ancient script. Therefote, the script that separated from ancient Tamili is the Round seript. In

Kanyakumari district, stone inscriptions are found in Chitharal and Parthiba Sekarapuram in
Round script.
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