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Though there have been many claimants for modernism in Telugu Iiteratﬁre, and all of
them justified, a literary historian notices a perceptible change with the emergence of
GurajadaAppaRao (1862-1915). His play Kanyasulkamu (Bride Price) masterfully depicts the
anxiety of an emerging middle class in an increasingly colonial, social and political world.
Gurajada also effected change in Telugu poetry. He had reintroduced folk metres and a metre
with the name Mutyalasaramu (Garland of pearls) based on a Persian ghazal. His poetry can
be taken as a clear mark of turn to didacticism in which he addressed child marriage,
patriotism and other such issues. He shunned the earlier high literary style called the
Granthika and singularly fought battles to inject new ideas in literature and society. Using
spoken language in his writings, he composed short stories and social plays for the first time

in Telugu, successfully employing literature as means to his reforms and struggles. 10
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