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Delhi was the site of ancient Indraprastha (Khandavprastha), the ancient capital- of
the Pandavas during the Mahabharata. Delhi re-emerged as a major political, cultural and
commercial city along the trade routes between northwest India and the Gangetic
plain during the Delhi Sultanate era. In AD 1639, the Mughal emperor Shah Jahan built a
new walled city named Shahjahanabad, in Delhi, which served as the capital of
the Mughal Empire from 1649 until the Rebellion of 1857. Shahjahanabad today is Old
Delhi. The greater part of old Delhi is still confined within the space of Shah Jahan's
walls, and several gates built during his rule—the Kashmiri Gate, the Delhi Gate, the
Turkman Gate, and the Ajmeri Gate—still stand. In 1911 the British determined to shift
the capital of India from Calcutta (Kolkata) to Delhi, and a three-member committee was
formed to plan the construction of the new administrative center. The key architect on the
committee was Sir Edwin Lutyens; it was he who gave shape to the city.
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