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In 1801, Madurai came under the direct control of the British East India Company and
was annexed to the Madras Presidency. The British government made donations to the
Meenakshi temple and participated in the Hindu festivals during the early part of their
rule. The city evolved as a political and industrial complex through the 19th and 20th
centuries to become a district headquarters of a larger Madurai district. In 1837, the
fortifications around the temple were demolished by the British. The moat was drained

and the debris was used to construct new streets. The city was constituted as a
municipality in 1866.
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