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Kanyakumz-ari-district takes its name frém the

town of Kanyakumari, at the southern tip of. -




India. (In Tamil, Kanni means a virgin lady.
and in Sanskrit, Kumart means a slpi_nst'er).
Kanyakumari District is_aléo sometimes _called
Kumari District in short. Kanyakumari town
is named af£er thé gpddess Kanyaku‘mari.
Amman, a ﬁopular deity of the area. Legend

has it that the goddess Parvati in one of her

incarnations as Devi Kaﬁ_niya did benan;:e o‘n-
one of tﬁe rocks 'of this .‘lahd’é- end’ to obtain
.the hand of Lord Shiva. The town of
Kanjizakumari' is geographiéally a cape, and it |
was ca.lledi Cape Coﬁwrin by the British. Since
ancient times, Kanyakumari bistrict has con-
sisted of two ‘g_eographical areas, known locally

as Nanjilnadu and Idainadu. The etymo-
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logists interpret the word Nanjilnadu as the
country (“nadu”) wl';ere there were (and still
has) se.veral agriculture plantations and
fields. Nanjilnadu is mentioned in old Tamil
literature as ‘;;1 rich agrarian area, where the
town of Kottar, (to&ay, a locality in Nagercoil)
as a major commercial centre. Ancient tem-
ples and inscriptions reveal a major Jain
influence in ancient times. The district is home
to many practitioners of various bfanches of
ancient Inc_iia’s health tradition, including

siddha, ayurvedha, and varma kalai.




